102                     ALEXANDER. OF JUGOSLAVIA

so many broken men as in Belgrade. Most of the
power went naturally to the old men who had not
fought but had managed to survive. Grey-bearded
Pashitch, seventy-three years of age, was the greatest
man in the land. He lived to be eighty-one and was in
power the greater part of the time. The only young
man who had any influence was the Regent Alexander,
and he was thirty. From a shell-shattered capital paved
with cobblestones, an overgrown village dominated by
an ancient fortress, the Serbia of cripples and old men
claimed the heritage of Bosnia, Herzegovina, Monte-
negro, Dalmatia, Slavonia, Slovenia and the Voivodina.
Montenegrins, not being divided either by Church
or language, may be considered one with the Serbs,
They elected to dethrone King Nicholas and cast in
their lot with the new state, Bosnia and Herzegovina
were glad to escape from Austrian rulership on any
terms. Only the Moslem element asked for guarantees.
The one Slav region which did not want to be linked
to the destiny of greater Serbia was Croatia, The
Croats had not foreseen the downfall of the Austro-
Hungarian empire and though discontented were un-
prepared for it. The Croats in Alexander's army had
been mostly volunteers from America, not from Austria.
Desertions from the Austrian army of Croats had not
been so marked as that of the Czechs and the Poles,
They fought as well as any other units in that inter-
national army* The collapse took them by surprise.
They had to make their minds up in a hurry as to what
kind of political future they required. Many would
have preferred to inaugurate a new state, a Croat republic,
imitating the Czechs. Some even talked of a "Great
Croatia" which would have taken over Serbia. Zagreb
was unscathed by war and felt highly superior to ram-
shackle Belgrade, But the western powers would not
hear of setting up yet another state. Some politicians
were ignorant of the existence of the Croats, The Croats
had not advertised their cause like the Czechs. But